

ADOPTED 4/12/16


Introduced by Council Members Wilson and R. Brown & Co-sponsored 

By Council Members R. Gaffney, Carter & Hazouri:
RESOLUTION 2016-219-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF SERVICE BY THE U.S. ARMY BUFFALO SOLDIERS; AND COMMENDING THE BUFFALO SOLDIERS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. FOR THEIR COMMITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in 1866 through an act of Congress, legislation was adopted to create six all African American army units.  The units were identified as the 9th and 10th cavalry and the 38th, 39th, 40th and 41st infantry regiments.  The four infantry units were reorganized in 1868 as the 24th and the 25th infantry.  Black soldiers enlisted for five years and received $13.00 a month, They protected settlers, garrisoned forts, captured horse and cattle thieves, built roads and infrastructure; they were the first park rangers; and 

WHEREAS, the African American soldiers were proud servicemen who rose above discrimination from other members of the U.S. Army and civilians in areas where they were stationed, challenges with inadequate supplies, and numerous other issues with courage and patriotism. A total of 23 Buffalo Soldiers won the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest award for military valor; and


WHEREAS, the Buffalo Soldiers participated in central episodes of the American experience; they made essential contributions to western settlement by making maps, stringing telegraph lines and blazing trails; guarding roads, U.S. mail, stagecoaches and wagon trains; and providing the reassuring military presence that helped encourage development. Almost one hundred years passed before the nation rediscovered the Buffalo Soldiers. The process started with the 1967 publication of William Leckie’s The Buffalo Soldiers and culminated in 1992, with the dedication by General Colin Powell of the Buffalo Soldier statue at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; and

WHEREAS,
the primary mission of the Buffalo Soldiers Historical Society, Inc. is to preserve, promote and perpetuate the history of African American military unit’s. They cover the time period of 1800 to 1951. They accomplish this mission by conducting presentations and educational awareness programs in and around Central and NE Florida. The Buffalo Soldiers Historical Society also participates in youth mentoring programs. They are a Non– Profit family oriented organization; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes and honors the 150th Anniversary of the creation of the U.S. Army’s Buffalo Soldiers, and commends Buffalo Soldiers Historical Society, Inc. for educating people on the significant role Buffalo Soldiers had in American history. The City of Jacksonville encourages citizens of Jacksonville to go to the Main Library beginning June 5, 2016 to see the 5th Annual Exhibit of the Buffalo Soldiers.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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